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Global Studies Goes Graphic:
Picturing Russian/Ukrainian History

Anne Bobroff-Hajal ’s  comical  but deadly ser ious mixed-media
polyptychs about Russ ian autocracy portray hundreds of 3- inch-high
indiv iduals  of  al l  c lasses,  st r iv ing and struggl ing with each other ,
with in h ierarchies and governments shaped by the r iches and dangers
in their  part icular  envi ronments –  the same dynamics f rom which the
current war in Ukraine arose.   Her talk  wi l l  descr ibe new dimensions
her art  br ings to academic history by conveying the compel l ing human
motivat ions –  joy ,  greed,  gr ief ,  and fury among r ivals  and al l ies –
together with power dynamics and geography,  so v iewers can better
understand the cumulat ive choices made by count less indiv iduals
with in their  own histor ical  and social  contexts .   Bobroff-Hajal  wi l l  a lso
descr ibe her complex pract ice of layer ing paint ing over digital  images
of her own paint ings and of h istor ical  pictures ,  and her art ist ic
process ,  inf luenced by animation storyboards,  icons,  graphic novels ,
and pol i t ical  cartoons,  a l l  powerful  ways of te l l ing stor ies in pictures.

Anne Bobroff-Hajal  has been an art ist  s ince chi ldhood,  and also
earned a PhD in Russ ian History.   She l ived in the USSR for  a year
researching what became her scholar ly  book,  Work ing Women in Russ ia
Under the Hunger Tsars.   Her art  has been widely  exhibited,  most
recent ly  in  solo shows at the Museum of Russ ian Icons (“P layground of
the Autocrats”)  and at Columbia Univers i ty ’s  Harr iman Inst i tute for
Russ ian Studies Atr ium (“Peasants ,  Clans,  and Effervescent
Absolut ists!” ) .   Her presentat ion about her art  for  Harvard Univers i ty 's
Davis  Center for  Russ ian Studies is  Paint ing Playground of the
Autocrats.

https://daviscenter.fas.harvard.edu/about/people/anne-bobroff-hajal

